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Introduction

This study used data from the 2002, 2007 and 2012
U.S. Censuses of Agriculture to provide a comprehensive analysis of Pennsylvania farmers, the types of farm
operations in Pennsylvania, and existing trends and
conditions in the state’s agriculture industry. The Ag
Census is conducted every 5 years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS).
In addition to the Ag Census data, the study used
surveys conducted by NASS with a specific focus
on Pennsylvania at the state and county levels. The

researchers also used the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s definition of farm (any place from which $1,000
or more of agricultural products were produced and
sold, or normally would have been sold, during the
year) for the study.

Results

From 2007 to 2012, there was a decline in the number
of farms (6 percent) and acres of farmland (1 percent)
in Pennsylvania (See Map 1 below and Map 2 on Page
2) and an increase (5 percent) in average farm size. A
majority of farms were medium-sized (between 50-179
acres) (See Figure 1 on
Map 1: Percent Change in Number of Farms
Page 2), and were mostly
by County, 2002-2012
family owned or individual proprietorships (88 percent). Pennsylvania farms
sold nearly $5.8 billion in
agricultural products in
2012, up 15 percent from
2007.
Although male farmers
reported the greatest share
of agricultural sales (96
percent), in more recent
years, female farmers
reported higher sales increases, with the value of
crops sold rising 93 percent from 2007 to 2012.
This result is promising
Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002 and 2012.
since female farmers com-
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Map 2: Percent Change in Farmland
by County, 2002-2012

half (52 percent) of
Pennsylvania farmers reported farming as their primary
occupation. Out of
these, 17 percent were
over age 65, and less
than 1 percent was
under age 25. This,
coupled with a 30
percent decline in the
number of farmers in
the 45-49 age group,
further indicated
higher average ages
of farmers. While this
trend is similar across
the U.S, Pennsylvania
Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002 and 2012.
farmers are younger,
on average, than
farmers nationwide.
The number of oldprise about 14 percent of the total number of farmers
er (above age 65) female farmers increased 3 percent
in the state. The proportion of minority farmers in the
from 2002 to 2012, whereas the proportion of younger
state remained very low (1 percent), and has remained
female farmers (under age 25) has remained unchanged
unchanged from 2002 to 2012.
over the same period.
The average age of Pennsylvania farmers is increasFrom 2007 to 2012, there was a 27 percent decline
ing. In 2012, the average age of farmers was 56 years
in the number of Pennsylvania farmers with fewer than
old, a year older when compared to 2007. A little over
2 years on the current farm and a 23 percent decline in
farmers with 3 to 4 years on the
current farm. However, there
Figure 1: Percent of Farms by Size in Pennsylvania, 2012
was an increase (11 percent) in
(Total Number of Farms: 59,309)
farmers with 10 or more years
on the current farm from 2002
to 2012.
In Pennsylvania, net cash
farm income increased with
farm size, with larger farms
(500 plus acres) representing 32
percent of the total farm income
in 2012. Net farm income
among smaller farms (1-49
acres) decreased significantly
(38 percent) between 2002 and
2012.
A majority of farms in Pennsylvania (52 percent) sold less
than $10,000 of agricultural
products in 2012, and about
Data source: Census of Agriculture 2012.

2

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania

Figure 2: Number of Farms
by Value of Agricultural Sales in Pennsylvania, 2002-2012

Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002, 2007 and 2012.

Table 1: Value of Agricultural Sales in Pennsylvania*, 2002-2012

*Data adjusted for inflation with 2002=100. Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002, 2007 and
2012.

Table 2: Categories of Farm Expenditures in Pennsylvania*, 2002-2012

*Data adjusted for inflation with 2002 =100. Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002, 2007
and 2012.
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21 percent sold between
$10,000 and $50,000.
About 7 percent of farms
in the commonwealth
sold between $50,000
and $99,999 of agricultural products in 2012,
and 20 percent sold
$100,000 or more (See
Figure 2). Across the
U.S., 57 percent of farms
sold less than $10,000 of
agricultural products in
2012, and 18 percent sold
$100,000 or more.
Crop sales and livestock
sales increased from 2007
to 2012 (34 percent and
6 percent, respectively).
Livestock represented
a higher share of net cash farm
income of operations from 2002 to
2012 (See Table 1). However, the
relative contribution of livestock
to farm profitability decreased 11
percent from 2002 to 2012 and the
contribution of crops to farm profitability increased 11 percent from
2002 to 2012.
Total farm expenditures in the
commonwealth increased 11
percent from 2007 to 2012, with
the largest share spent on feed
purchases at 45 percent of total
expenses (See Table 2).
Farm labor totaled 65,487 workers in 2012, up 8 percent since
2007. Starting in 2012, the Census
reported the number of migrant
farm workers: 440 farms reported a
total of 4,268 migrant workers.
Among the different sizes of
farms, labor employment increased
significantly for farms of 1 to 49
acres, with a 13 percent increase
in the number of workers between
2007 and 2012. There was a 14
percent increase in farm labor
employment for farms of 50 to 179
acres. On the other hand, labor
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Figure 3: Farm Employment by Farm Size in Pennsylvania, 2002-2012

Data sources: Censuses of Agriculture 2002, 2007 and 2012.

employment at farms of 180 to 499 acres declined 1
percent (See Figure 3).
The research compared Pennsylvania with bordering
states and the U.S. as a whole in terms of farming as an
occupation. In 2012, 52 percent of operators in Pennsylvania reported farming as their primary occupation,
which was higher than the national average (48 percent), and lower compared to the states of Delaware (64
percent) and New York (57 percent). Nationwide, there
was a 10 percent decline in the proportion of operators with farming as their primary occupation between
2002 and 2012. In Pennsylvania, there was a 5 percent
decline between 2002 and 2012. Ohio witnessed the
highest decline of about 12 percent.
When comparing the commonwealth and bordering
states in terms of the number of farms, acres of farmland and average farm sizes, the research found that
New Jersey saw the greatest decrease (12 percent) in
the number of farms between 2007 and 2012, closely
followed by West Virginia (9 percent). Pennsylvania
recorded a 6 percent decrease in the number of farms
between the same time period. All of the study states
witnessed decreases or no change in the number of
farmland acres and increases in average farm sizes from
2007 to 2012. New Jersey had the highest increase (11
percent) in average farm size, followed by West Virginia (7 percent), and Pennsylvania (5 percent).
For a copy of the full report, Analysis of 2012 Census
of Agriculture Data, visit the Center’s website at www.
rural.palegislature.us.
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